
To: 
Date: 

Dear Mr/Ms 
RE: Registration of interest for Aboriginal community consultation 
Thank you for your letter to the ………………… Local Aboriginal Land Council 
regarding the ……………………………………………………..... project. 

This letter confirms that the ………….. LALC: 

[   ]  Would like to provide information about individuals or groups who may how cultural knowledge relevant to determining the significance of Aboriginal object/s or places in the proposed project areas; and/ or 

[   ]  Is formally registering an interest for the LALC, or individuals listed, in the project, in order to become a registered Aboriginal party and participate in consultations regarding the significance and management of Aboriginal objects or places that may be impacted by the proposed project. 
Individuals and groups who may hold relevant cultural knowledge for the area are (contact details included where known): 

………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………..
………………………………………………………………………………..

Consultation with Land Councils

The NSW Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water’s (DECCW) Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation requirements for proponents 2010 (the Consultation Requirements) apply to all projects requiring an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP), commencing after the 12 April 2010. 

Permits are required where a development or project may impact on an Aboriginal place or Aboriginal objects, including objects which may not yet be identified and recorded on DECCW’s Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS). 

Under the DECCW Consultation Requirements, proponents seeking a permit are required to contact the relevant LALC/s so that relevant ‘cultural knowledge holders’ can be identified (see section 4.1.2). Where a project crosses more than one LALC boundary, all relevant LALCs must be notified. 

Please note: In addition to notice to LALCs, the Consultation Requirements specifically require proponents to identify whether there are any Native Title holders or Aboriginal Owners registered on the Register of Aboriginal Owners. Where these groups exist, proponents are required to contact these groups directly. 
LALCs are key Aboriginal organisations which play a vital role in protecting and promoting cultural knowledge and Aboriginal sites. 
The responsibility of LALCs for the protection and promotion of Aboriginal cultural heritage within our boundaries is recognised by the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 (NSW). A copy of the boundaries for LALCs in NSW is available from www.alc.org.au.

As the elected representative bodies for Aboriginal people in NSW, LALCs are also responsible for representing the Aboriginal community, including in relation to culture and heritage matters. The representative role of the LALC extends beyond its membership, to represent the interests of the entire Aboriginal community within a boundary area. 
As a result of the culture and heritage role and decades of representations of the Aboriginal community on cultural heritage issues, LALCs hold considerable cultural knowledge relevant to the significance of Aboriginal objects and places within the area. 
In addition, LALCs also hold cultural knowledge as a result of: 

· The LALC’s membership, which often includes Traditional Owners or other Aboriginal persons with specific knowledge about particular areas passed on through the generations; 
· A history of more than 25 years of providing specialised cultural services and advice to the Government, proponents and the community; and 
· LALCs commitment to work with and respect the Traditional Owners of an area. LALCs are often nominated by Elders groups, Traditional Owners or Native Title claimants to speak on their behalf. 
The nominated LALC representative for this project is: 

………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………..

Registration of individuals with cultural knowledge

It is important to recognise that it is common for more than one LALC member to hold cultural knowledge about sites in an area, and therefore it is important for more than one LALC member to become a Registered Aboriginal Party. This includes where: 

· A LALC’s membership boundaries cover more than one traditional nation boundary; 

· There are sensitive sites such as men’s or women’s sites, which only some members of the community may be authorised to speak about; or 

· More than one person has relevant general cultural knowledge about an area as a result of their family and historical connection to different places. 

The details of additional, individual, members of the LALC who wish to register an interest in the project are:

………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………..

Individual LALC members may also contact you separately to register an interest. 
Please note that a ‘cultural knowledge holder’ may also wish to nominate a support person to act on his or her behalf, or to attend consultations with them. This will particularly be the case for Elders or older members of the Aboriginal community. 
In terms of payment, the DECCW Consultation Requirements outline that it is important for the proponent to ensure that consultations are accessible and engage the right people. As noted at pages 6 and 9 (sections 3 and 3.4) in many cases travel funding or other kinds of support will be needed to ensure that Aboriginal community members can properly participate in the consultations.  Financial support to allow participants to attend consultations should not be confused with paid employment. 
A note on the use of cultural knowledge 

Please be advised that the Consultation Requirements include new sections relating to the use of information collected by the proponent through the consultation (see sections 4.3.4 and 4.3.5). 

Section 4.3.5 of the Consultation Requirements states that the information collected by the proponent must only be used in relation to the AHIP application, and not for any other purpose unless agreed by the registered Aboriginal parties.

Developing a written agreement or contract about how information may be a practical way to ensure that cultural knowledge is protected and only gathered, used and stored as agreed. 

Payment for Aboriginal cultural advice & site assessments 
The DECCW Consultation Requirements differentiate between general consultation with the Aboriginal community and the employment of Aboriginal people, including LALC Sites Officers or Cultural Heritage Officers. 

The Consultation Requirements aim to ensure both that: 

· Proper and unbiased advice is provided by the Aboriginal community to the proponent, through the consultation; and 
· The knowledge and skills of Aboriginal people is properly recognised, including through payment for the provision of expert Aboriginal cultural advice. 

The Consultation Requirements encourage equal treatment of knowledge from Aboriginal people, as would be afforded to an archaeological or other heritage consultant – which are normally paid roles. 
Details of services which the LALC can provide are: 

………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………..

For more information about the cultural services available from the LALC please contact the office on the details below. 
As a key Aboriginal organisation in our community with a long history and ongoing connection, responsibility and custodianship for land in our LALC boundaries we look forward to meeting with you to discuss this project in more detail. 
Please contact the nominated person at the contact details below to discuss this matter further and to make arrangements for the next stages of the consultation process. 
Yours sincerely,
Name

Position

…………………………... Local Aboriginal Land Council

Office Address: 

Postal Address: 

Phone/ Mobile: 
Fax: 
E-mail: 

