
(INSERT LALC LETTER HEAD HERE INCLUDING PHONE AND POSTAL CONTACTS)




XX July, 2010


Mr/Mrs (insert name here) M.P. 
Local Member for (insert region here)
GPO Box (insert number here)
(insert town/region here), NSW (insert postcode here)


Dear Mr/Mrs (insert surname) MP,

Aboriginal Land Rights: Working with the New South Wales Aboriginal Land Council to improve the Land Claims Process

I am writing on behalf of the (insert name here) Local Aboriginal Land Council to express my grave disappointment at the current state of the Aboriginal land rights process in NSW.

The Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1984 (ALRA) was developed as the only means of redress for land lost to Aboriginal people in NSW. Parliament enacted this legislation for the economic benefit of our people.

But as I pen this letter, there are still approximately 18,000 land claims yet to be determined by the NSW government and the backlog is simply growing unabated.  Some of these claims were made by our people as far back as 1984, and whole communities are still waiting for a determination to be made.

No other group, be they developers or everyday citizens, would reasonably expect to wait over two decades for a decision of any nature to be made... you’d have to agree this simply isn’t fair treatment.

While I welcome the Government’s decision to deliver around $5.9 million dollars towards the processing of Aboriginal land claims in 2010-11, including $3 million of additional funding to resolve outstanding claims, I am concerned that money alone will not fix a bad process.

I call on the Government to sit down with the peak Land Rights body, the New South Wales Aboriginal Land Council (NSWALC), to ensure those funds are used in a way that ensures the best outcomes for land rights and economic development.

It makes common sense to work in partnership with the land rights network, through NSWALC, to improve the land claims process.


Land rights and the land claims process is something generations of Aboriginal people fought long and hard for.

As you’d be aware, there are plenty of benefits that can come from land rights and the allocation to land to Aboriginal people. Spiritual and cultural significance is important to us, but so too is commercial development and the economic advancement of our people.

We’re endeavouring to participate in the economy as much as the next Australian.

The ALRA happens to be our rightful avenue to achieve this end in NSW.

We urge you to act on behalf of Aboriginal economic development, a fair go for our people and visionary forward-thinking when it comes to Aboriginal affairs in your region and trust you believe in the many positive economic and social benefits Aboriginal land use can and will bring to all residents in our local area.

Please take action to ensure the Keneally government works with the New South Wales Aboriginal Land Council to improve the land claims process and unclog the claims backlog.

Middle ground needs to be found here, and it’s with this in mind we urge you to act, and act in a timely manner. 

Any delay merely serves to frustrate and impede an already lengthy, overly bureaucratic, and increasingly fraught process.


Yours Sincerely, 

(insert name here)

(insert signature here)

(insert title here)







