(INSERT LALC LETTER HEAD HERE INCLUDING PHONE AND POSTAL CONTACTS)




XX July, 2010


Mr/Mrs (insert name here) M.P. 
Local Member for (insert region here)
GPO Box (insert number here)
(insert town/region here), NSW (insert postcode here)


Dear Mr/Mrs (insert surname) MP,

Aboriginal Land Rights: Working with the New South Wales Aboriginal Land Council to ensure free title searching 


I write this letter to request your assistance with a little known problem that’s working to undermine the entire premise of Aboriginal Land Rights in NSW. That premise is economic development through Land Rights.

Under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act, the core business of Land Councils is to make land claims.  The Land and Property Management Authority then assesses these claims and makes a recommendation to the Minister for Lands who decides whether or not to grant the claim.

However, Land Councils do not have access to up-to-date information to ensure they do not waste the government’s resources by unintentionally making claims over land that cannot be granted (such as privately held land).

Century old Parish maps, despite their antiquity, are still used by many LALCs due to ongoing resistance from the NSW State Government to allow access to updated information and contemporary mapping.

As well as the use of Parish maps, LALCs do have access to title searches, but at $11 dollars per search, you can understand, the cost multiplies very rapidly. This is merely compounded when sometimes many searches are undertaken over a short timeframe.

These costs are essentially preventing LALCs and consequently the NSW Aboriginal Land Council (NSWALC), from conducting their core business of claiming land. 

Land Councils wish to use the land they successfully claim to provide economic and community benefits for Aboriginal people. We can only do this if the process operates as it was intended to.

NSWALC have requested free title searches for Land Councils – with the aim of reducing the amount of unintentionally erroneous claims being made, and dramatically reducing workloads for Land Councils and for government at either end of the process.

So far, such requests have gone unnoticed and unanswered.

We urge you, as the Local Member, to act in the interests of a fair go and help to allow Land Council Members to conduct their business as was originally intended under the Aboriginal Land Right Act 1983.

Enough’s enough. Aboriginal people are being hampered in exercising their legal rights, and action needs to be taken at every level.

We also urge you to recognise and embrace the concept of land rights and its significance for Aboriginal people here in NSW, not to mention its potential economic and community benefits in your region.

Issues surrounding title searching are just one of many that burden the land rights movement in NSW.

We urge you to act and act now!



Yours Sincerely, 

(insert name here)

(insert signature here)

(insert title here)







