(INSERT LALC LETTER HEAD HERE INCLUDING PHONE AND POSTAL CONTACTS)

XX August, 2010

Mr/Mrs (insert name here) M.P. 
Local Member for (insert region here)

GPO Box (insert number here)

(insert town/region here), NSW (insert postcode here)

Dear Mr/Mrs (insert surname) MP,

Aboriginal Land Rights: Limited title handovers must cease
I draw your attention to yet another issue working to hamper the Aboriginal Land Rights movement in NSW.

I have penned previous letters, urging action on a raft of issues threatening to unravel decades of struggle for land rights undertaken by many Aboriginal people in this state.

They include letters about:

· Cooperation with the NSW Aboriginal Land Council (NSWALC) concerning the allocation of recently announced government funding to clear the land claims backlog.

· The push by NSWALC and Local Aboriginal Land Councils (LALCs) for free title searching.
· And today...an end to limited title handovers.

The issue of limited title is fast becoming a major stumbling block for LALCs and NSWALC alike and one that jeopardises the economic potential of Land Rights.

The process essentially ensures LALCs become unwilling heirs to immeasurable debt - as claimed land is handed back to LALCs without necessary surveying work being conducted.

This results in poorly resourced LALCs being left to fund surveying work that can cost, in some cases, up to a million dollars – depending of course on the size of the land.  In some cases, the survey required could even outstrip the value of the land.
This is plainly not a tenable situation for LALCs or NSWALC.
Further, it is contrary to the objects of the Aboriginal Land Rights Act, which was enacted under a Labor Government, to address the deprivation of Aboriginal citizens in NSW by providing an economic base for Aboriginal communities.
LALCs and NSWALC are therefore calling on the NSW State Government and the Land and Property Management Authority (LPMA) to eradicate the practice of issuing limited title to LALCs immediately.
With assistance from you at the state government level, we hope to achieve this end, and ensure that the land claims process delivers land to Land Councils that is more readily able to be used and developed, as was the case prior to the issuing of limited title.

It is hoped we can garner your support on this issue and the suite of other factors working against land rights in NSW, as mentioned above.

It’s with your help that we can focus on our core business as legitimate facilitators of the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983, to deliver claimable land back into Aboriginal hands for the benefit of this State’s most disadvantaged group.

Yours Sincerely, 

(insert name here)

(insert signature here)

(insert title here)

